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LEADER'S POLICY DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

 

 
Wednesday, 14th June, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillors Miles Parkinson (in the Chair), Councillors Paul Cox, 

Clare Cleary, Tony Dobson, Terry Hurn and Paul Thompson 
 

In Attendance Councillor Ken Moss, Portfolio Holder for Education, Leisure  and Art 
David Welsby, Chief Executive 
Jane Ellis, Executive Director (Legal and Democratic Services) 
Mark Hoyle, Head of Regeneration and Housing 
Michael Walker, Head of Corporate Support 

 
1 Apologies for Absence 

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

2 Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Leader’s Policy Development Board held on 20th 
February 2017 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Agreed - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

3 Matters Arising From Minutes (if not already included on the Agenda) 
 
(i)  Lancashire Combined Authority 
 
David Welsby, Chief Executive and Councillor Miles Parkinson, Leader of the Council, 
provided an update on the plans for a Combined Authority for Lancashire. It was reported 
that plans would not be progressed but County Councillor Geoff Driver, Leader of 
Lancashire County Council, would be meeting with District Councils to discuss future joint 
working arrangements. 
 
(ii)  Accrington Town Square 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson, Leader of the Conservative Group, asked about plans for 
promoting the Town Square.  Councillor Miles Parkinson said plans would be announced at 
the Accrington Town Team meeting taking place that evening. 
 
(iii)  Accrington Victoria Hospital 
 
David Welsby reported on a meeting with the Chief Executive of Blackburn with Darwen 
Clinical Commissioning Group. At the meeting David had informed the Chief Executive of 
what he felt was an acceptable model for the future use of Accrington Victoria Hospital that 
would provide a long term beneficial use for the facility. 
 
 (iv)  Whalley Road, Clayton-le-Moors 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson reported on the ongoing traffic problems on Whalley Road, 
Clayton-le-Moors. 
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Agreed - That the Chief Executive and the Executive Director 

(Legal and Democratic Services) raise the issue of 
traffic flow on Whalley Road with Lancashire County 
Council to see if anything could be done to resolve the 
problems. 

 
4 Nominations for Honorary Aldermen of the Borough Award 

 
The Board considered nominations from Councillor Tony Dobson, Leader of the Main 
Opposition Group, for the award of the title of Honorary Alderman of the Borough to Mrs. 
Marlene Haworth and Mrs. Janet Storey.  Marlene met the selection criteria having been a 
former councillor for 12 years and a past Mayor of the Borough.  Janet met the selection 
criteria having been a past Mayor of the Borough.   
 
Following Councillor Bernard Dawson’s announcement not to seek re-election in 2018, 
Councillor Miles Parkinson asked that Councillor Dawson be nominated for the award of 
Honorary Freeman in recognition of 37 years’ service on the council. 

Agreed (1) That the nominations for the award of the title of 
Honorary Alderman to Mrs. Marlene Haworth and Mrs. 
Janet Storey be supported and full Council be 
requested to agree conferment of the award;  and,  

 (2) That the nomination for the award of the title of 
Honorary Freeman to Councillor Bernard Dawson be 
supported and full Council be requested to agree 
conferment of the award. 

 
5 Any Other Business 

 
(i)  One-way System Accrington Town Centre 
 
Councillor Terry Hurn, Deputy Leader of the Main Opposition Group, indicated that he 
thought the new one-way system in Accrington Town Centre had been introduced under a 
temporary traffic order which was now subject to review.  Councillor Hurn asked if a review 
was planned or had taken place. Councillor Tony Dobson expressed concerns about 
parking problems on Church Street and traffic going the wrong way down St. James’ Street 
to get from Holme Street to Willow Street. 
 
Agreed - That the Leader of the Council speak to the relevant 

Portfolio Holder at Lancashire County Council about the 
traffic issues in Accrington Town Centre and the review 
of the temporary traffic order. 

 
(ii)  Modern.gov 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson stated that through Modern.gov he was only able to access those 
committees, working groups etc he sat on and as Leader of the Conservative Group he 
would like access to all committees etc. 
 
Agreed - That the Head of Corporate Support speak to the 

Modern.gov system administrator to enable Councillor 
Dobson to access agendas, reports and minutes for all 
committees, working groups, etc. 
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(iii)  Grass cutting and Weeding around the Borough 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson raised concerns over the impact the reduction in grass cutting and 
weedkilling was having on the Borough. Councillor Miles Parkinson stated that the Leader 
of Lancashire County Council was looking to reinstate some of the funding for that work. 
Councillor Ken Moss, Portfolio Holder for Education, Leisure and Arts, reported that some 
low priority areas had stopped being treated due to budgetary constraints. 
 
Agreed - That Councillor Moss request that local councillors be 

notified of any areas in their Wards where grass cutting 
and weedkilling had stopped and was unlikely to be 
resumed. 

 
(iv)  Banners at Haworth Art Gallery 
 
Councillor Terry Hurn expressed concern that he had not been made of aware of the 
banners that had been put up to promote the Haworth Art Gallery. Councillors Miles 
Parkinson and Ken Moss explained that a consultation exercise had taken place. 
 
(v)  Bus Lane, Clayton-le-Moors 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson asked if the proposed bus lane through Clayton-le-Moors would 
still be going ahead.  Councillor Miles Parkinson said that it was going ahead and he would 
request an update from Lancashire County Council. 
 
Agreed - That the Leader of the Council seek an update from 

Lancashire County Council on the proposed bus lane 
through Clayton-le-Moors. 

 
6 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

 
Agreed - That the next meeting of the Leader’s Policy 

Development Board be arranged for September 2017 on 
a date to be confirmed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


